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Join the [CITY] El Hogar Walkathon by walking with a team or sponsoring a walker on [DATE] starting at [TIME] at [LOCATION].  All are welcome to this [DISTANCE] Walkathon hoping to raise [FINANCIAL GOAL] to support El Hogar Projects, home to 250 abandoned, orphaned, and hopelessly poor children in Honduras.  El Hogar rescues children from a life of hunger and desperation on the streets of Honduras.  It enables them to break the cycle of poverty and unemployment by providing them with a home, a nurturing environment, education and a marketable trade.
Honduras is the second poorest country in the Americas. With an illiteracy rate of 25%, an unemployment rate hovering at 30%, and more than half the population living below the poverty line, it is difficult for Hondurans to even imagine a better life, much less create one. 
Many children literally live “on the streets.” In the face of desperate poverty - the average annual income is under $1,000 - children who should be in school are on the streets. The families they come from can no longer feed, clothe, or educate them. Their homes, little more than cardboard and tin pieced together, offer no space, no running water, and little hope of a future. Begging and stealing become the means to survive. Teenage gangs offer a sense of belonging. This is childhood for many in Honduras. This is the face of poverty.
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El Hogar was founded to break this cycle and offer a ray of hope for the future of Honduras. Beginning 31 years ago with only five boys, El Hogar’s programs have grown to providing for 250 boys and girls at three centers. Close to 70 dedicated staff members work closely with students to give them not only a rich education, but also a sense of pride in themselves and caring for others. Supported entirely from donations made in North America, El Hogar graduates go on to productive lives that would not have happened without the dedication of committed volunteers like those walking on [DATE].  Jose Arturo, pictured here, came to El Hogar as an orphan.  He struggled with loneliness in his early years, but decided to work hard and be a good student.  He formed a close relationship with Claudia Castro, Director of the elementary center, and thinks of her as a mother.  Today Jose Arturo teaches English at El Hogar, and lives a happy, fulfilling life giving back to those who helped transform his life. 
The Walkathon has set their goal to raise [FINANCIAL GOAL]. The [DISTANCE] walk is taking place in [TOWN] because [REASON FOR LOCATION].  If you cannot walk, but wish to support the effort, you can donate online at www.elhogar.org.  All donations are 100% tax deductible.  
Contact Liz Kinchen, Executive Director for El Hogar Ministries, Inc. for more information about the [CITY] El Hogar Walkathon at info@elhogar.org or 781-729-7600.  Information and Walkathon registration is available online at www.elhogar.org.    
